TVSCAROfiA 


Razor, Isaac Stile, Lawrence Mague. 

Fifth 

"Drawn— 1- Edward Winget, 2- Richard Wilson, 3-William Coward, 4-Constant 
Lenton, 5 - William Egerton, 6-John White Jr., 7-Thomas Jones, 8-Thomas Lawton, 
9- Edward Cockerell, 10S Edward Howcott, 11- Thomas Ashley, 12 - John (Tower?). 
Sworn on the petty jury*” 

On the other side of the slip of paper (which measures only five inches long by 
hhlf that width), "John Cope an.;Indian" and some other writing illegible. 

Sixth 

"North Carolina ss. 

"To the Honorable Christopher Gale, Esquire, Chief Justice, and the rest of the 
Justices for holding a Special Court of Oyer and Terminor for this province. The 
Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King, {that now) : upon their oath present, that 
John Cope a Christian Indian belonging to King Blount's Town in this province, 
the fourth day of this instant August by force and arms burglary did commit, by 
feloniously and burglariously breaking and entering into the mansion house of the 
Honorable Colonel Thomas Pollock, Esquire, President of this provinoe, at Chowan 
in the county of Ablemarle, in the night, that is, before sunrising of the same 
day. 

"The said Colonel Thomas Pollock in the same house in the peace of God and of 
our said Lord the King then being against the peace our said Lord the King his 
Crown and Dignity. Daniel Richardson _ ." 
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On the other side, ("Jury•■verdict Thomas?) Luton, foreman. We of the jury find 
John Cope, prisoner at the bar. Guilty of entering the house but not with a 
felonious intent. Edward Wingate, foreman." Then someone crossed out the-sen¬ 
tence beginning "We of the jury", drew a line through "Edward Wingate, foreman" 
and wrote "Not Guilty. Edward Wingate,' foreman." 

Seventh 

"Mr. Badham, 

I have sent you my account of the (fees?) of:theJlndian*s trialupon a Spedial 
Court called, and if the Chief Justice does not think fit to allow me more I 
shall be contented— came as follows, that is, as the Attorney General 2:10:0:" 
(two pounds, ten shillings), "for my boat and one hand to fetch the prisoner over 
from the President's— 0:10:0" (ten shillings)— "I am 

your very humble servant Daniel Richardson. 

If you could spare me a dozen pounds of good sugar I will pay you for it before I 

go order Mr. Oglesby; as likewise a keg of about 3 or 1 4cgallons _which 

shall be answered for the return by me or him— pray your immediate answer-— " 

Eighth 

"John Coop's (___?) 1721" (should be 1722). This is addressed to John Cope 
himself — though found not guilty of burglary, he had to pay court costs: 


"Tb’i'my trouble in hiring six men to bring you over the Sound . 2-5-0 

for empanelling two juries . 0-10-0 

^ , 

to 20 Grand jurors (deputized?) ... 1-10-0 
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TUSCMORA 


"to hiring 2 men five days to guard you at 5 shillings a day. 2-10—0 

6-15-0 


by me Thomas (Spires?)" 

I find it remarkable that even after 154 years a collection of eight small, 

x 

unevenly- sized scraps of paper' on so minor a matter as a drunk Tuscarora crash¬ 
ing through a window at 3 o'clock in the morning, standing trial for burglary 
and having to pay a fine, despite a verdict of not guilty, of 6 pounds and 15 



20 Z 

















T U5CAR0RA 




"The depositionof Richard Nixon*;,being-of'full'ageeanddhath'made oathl oft;-them 
Holy-Evangelist-before two: ofehis.’Majesty’ s- Justices of the:Peace: for the pre-s 
oincts of:-Beaufort- and Hydei in the-County of Bathi" 


On the opposite side:of the! single-sheetedocumentjt"Saith that four or five Indi¬ 
ans came up to his house, and Mr. Dudley was at his house when they came. And 
when they came up he asked them, ’Where are you a-going?’ And the Indians sat 
down without giving him any answer. Then one old Indian named Sighacka Blount 
came up after the rest. And when he came up he asked, ’What is the matter?’ And 


(one of the others) replied, ’Englishmen here always scold.’ 


1 


"Then-Mr. Dudley said, ’You shall not hunt here, for this land is all mine.’ 

Then old Sighacka said that he would go hunt, and catch beaver. With that Mr. 
Dudley catched up a board and said ’Will you go!’, and struck him upon the head 
and caused the blood to run. And then the aforesaid Sighacka held up his arm to 
defend the blow and took the blow upon his arm. 

"And Mr. John Gardiner stepped in between them and parted them, and the Indian 
sat down on a block and said that Mr. Dudley had broken his arm. And with that I 
went to the Indian and took hold of his arm and felt on it, and to the best of my 
understanding there was one bone broke between the elbow and wrist. 

"Two days after I see the Indian again and his hand and arm was very much 
swelled, and the Indian told me that the bone was broke. 

"And nine or ten days after I see the Indian going home, and his arm was splint¬ 
ered" (splinted). "And he said he would go and tell King Blount" (King or Chief 
of all the Tuscaroras in North Carolina from about 1715 to sometime between 1731 
and 1739). "For King Blount, he said, would go to Captain (West, and go see and?) 

N ou«nand» 


Q 
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make it. And further saith not. 


Jurat Corum Nobils 


Richard N. Nixson 


Gyles Shute 
Joshua Porter" 

The threes.page afifterkthiai:onecooncerh;.this• same? case. 
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Tl/SCARORA 

"North Carolina, The deposition of John Gardiner, being of full age and sworn on 
:th® Holy Evangelist before us, Giles Shute and Joshua Porter, Esquires, two of 
his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace of the precincts of Beaufort and Hyde. 

"Saith that when Sighaca Blount came upon, Mr. Dudley asked him where he was 
a-going, and he said 'to catch beavers.’ And Mr. Dudley said he should not hunt 
here for it was his land, for his dogs would scare his cattle and hogs. And the 
said Blount made answer that his dogs followed only beaver, raccoons and deer, 
and said that he would hunt. And Mr. Dudley made answer, 'Will you?', and so 
catched up a board and struck the said Blount. 

"And the said Blount took up a stick to defend the blow, and then he advanced 
up to Mr. Dudley and they had a struggle, and Mr. Dudley pushed him against a 
barrel. Then I hauled the Indian away, and I told Mr. Dudley to leave him alone. 
And Dudley bid me then to keep him off from him. And then the Indian catched up 
the end of a hoop , and made towards him, so I desired the Indian to stand 

off. So went and left them. And further saith not. 

John Gardiner 

Jurat Corum Noblis 
Gyles Shute 
Joshua Porter" 
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fUSCf\ROR/\ 

"North CarolinA (a wax seal on the upper left hand corner of the sheet) 

"Whereas complaint is made to unto me, Christopher Gale, Esquire, Chief Justice 
of this province, that Christopher Dudley of Beaufort precinct in Bath county 
hath lately violently assaulted and beaten and broken ther arm of an Indian man 
belonging to the Tuscorora Indian Nation, whereby many inconveniencies are to be 
feared to the tranquility and peace of this Government; These are Therefore in 
his Majesty's name to require and kindly charge you immediately upon receipt 
hereof to arrest the body of the said Christopher Dudley and him bring before me 
to answer the said complaint herein. 

"Fail not at your peril, as you will answer the contrary. And for so doing, 
this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand and seal this 13th day of March 
1722" (1723 New Style) 

"Gale C<J.? (Chief Justice) 

"To the Provost Marshall of Bath County or to his Deputy or to Mr. Edward 
Travise. 

"Summon Mr. Richard Nikson and John Gardner, Evidences." 

On the opposite side of the same sheet, "Executed this 15th day of March YiZ f- 
1722/3, Edward Travis, P.M." (Provost Marshall). And written in later in a 

different hand and partially rubbed off, " . Complaint of the Tuscorora 

Indians. - Sessions papers past March Court 1723." 
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"North Carolina 7 

Beaufort Precinctj Memorandum that on the 16th day of March 1722/3"-ri 1723— 
"there came before us. Gyles Shute and Joshua Porter, Esquires, two of his Majes¬ 
ty's Justices of the Peace for Beaufort and Hyde precincts, Christopher Dudley of 
the said province, planter, and did acknowledge himself to stand indebted to our 
Sovereign Lord the King his heirs and successors in the sum of one hundred pounds 
sterling to be levied upon his goods, chattels, lands and tenements upon the 
Condition following, that is: that the said Christopher Dudly- shall personally 
appear before the Chief Justice and his assistants at fherCourtrHou^e in'AblemarJe 
county to be held the 26th of this instant, then and there to answer what shall 
be objected against him on behalf of our Sovereign Lord the King for hurting and 
maiming of a Tuskurora Indian, and not to depart the said Court without leave 
first had and obtained of the said Court. 

"Then this recognizance to be null and void, otherways to stand and remain in 
full force, power and virtue. 

Capt te Recogn: Gyles Shute 

Coram Noblis Joshua Porter" 


An identical document has the following changes in the appropriate places: 
"Richard Nixon and John-Gardiner, both of this preciricti^s fifty: pbund s'sterling 
each .. the said Richard Nixon and John Gardiner .. there to give evidence on 
the behalf of our Sovereign Lord and King against Christopher Dudley for wound¬ 
ing, assaulting, hurting and maiming of a Tuskarora Indian .." 
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Prom the Journal of the Commons House of South Carolina for the 
Session Beginning February 23, YJ2.hj2.$ & Ending June 1, 1725 
(edited by A.S. Salley, 19kS) page 20 


March 2nd, 1725, the first business of the day: "The petition 
of Charlesworth Glover setting forth that the Chickesaw Indians 
have taken from him a Tuscorora Indian wench, which he hath had 
upwards of eight years, and humbly praying that some method may 
be proposed to oblige the said Nation to return the said Indian 
wench. And the same was referred to the Committee on Indian Af¬ 
fairs.” 

This sort of thing;:is what the Tuscaroras in New York State to¬ 
day, more than 250 years later, are talking about when they ac¬ 
cuse the white settlers in North Carolina of capturing Tuscarora 
children and selling them as slaves. 
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I Prom the Journal of the Commons House of Assembly of South Ca ¬ 
rolina November 1, 1725 - April 30, 1726 (edited by A.S. Salley, 


19^5), pages 91, 10^-106 

page 91, April 26th, 1726: "On considering the late ravage 
made by the Tuscaroras on our neighboring Indians it is the opin¬ 


\ 


ion of the Committee that a letter be sent to the Government of 


New York, informing them that the Tuscaroros has killed several 
of our friendly Indians even within our settlements, and that un¬ 
der the name of the Senecas; that they would take some measure 
to prevent the like for the future. That a letter be sent like¬ 
wise to the Government of North Carolina with proper representa¬ 


tions on that head." 

page 104, - April 30th, <1726, ...a;letter to the Governor of South 


Carolina from the Commons House of Assembly, Charleston, S.C.: 

"May it please your Honor, We are of the opinion that the Tus- 
carora Indians which have done so much mischief in the settle¬ 
ments will return by the way of Cape Fear. 

"We therefore desire that you will be pleased to write a letter 
to Colonel Maurice Moore desiring him that if they return that 
way, that he will say what's necessary to them concerning the mis 
chief they have done, and to inform them that if they are again 
found in the settlements that they shall be dealt with as enemies 
And that he be desired to take from them the slaves they have 
with them, and the free Indians" — the slaves were Indian slaves 
, and the free Indians were probably Winia and Cape Pear Indians. 
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"And we desire a committee of his Majesty's honorable Council 
may be appointed to meet a committee of this House to consider 
of the proper measures to be immediately taken for intercepting 



Thomas Broughton, Speaker." 


said Indians. 


pages 105-106, the same day, April 30th, 1726. "Mr. William 
Rhett from the committee appointed to consider of the best method 
of apprehending the Tuscarora Indians now destroying our friendly 
Indians in the settlements reported that it's the opinion of the 
committee that the Tuscaroras upon finding that the people are 


now under arms upon their last mischief on Wando Neck, will make 

i 

the best of their way to the Waccamaw Neck" (the Grand Strand) 


I- 


"the other side of Winyah river. 


"And therefore the better to intercept them, the President be 
desired to send a Special Commission to Captain Edward Heyrn at 
Winyah, and to desire that he will immediately raise such a party 
of men as he shall think sufficient; and also get what of our 
friendly Indians can be prevailed on to join them; and make all 
imaginable dispatch to Waccamaw Neck; and there scout for these 
Tuscaroras. 

"And for their greater encouragement, they shall be paid by the 
Public for every one of the said Indians a white man shall take 
or kill per head 100 pounds, and per head if by any of our Indi¬ 
ans 10 pounds." This last was what the South Carolinians called 
"Indian wages." I guess they figured that if they gave the Indi¬ 
an 100 pounds he would stay drunk ten times longer. 
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"That Captain Gendroon be informed of this, and the President 
be desired to order him to acquaint the Ittewan X or other Indians 
at Santee of this encouragement. And that if any of them are will¬ 
ing to join Captain Hyrne that he order a party of the Santee Com¬ 
pany to go with the Indians directly to Winyah. 

"The committee are also of the opinion that the commander of 
such companies as are now or may be under arms,.be directed to. in¬ 
form their men to take or kill all such Indians who they find have 
been concerned in the late mischief; and that they shall be enti¬ 
tled to the above reward." 


* the Etiwan, an extremely important tribe in South Carolina, 
first heard from on Cooper river and later identified with the par¬ 
ish of St. James Goose Creek. Recent research by Gene Waddell 
(Director of the South Carolina Historical Society, and a friend 
of mine) indicates that they apparently spoke the Catawba language, 
which is a surprize; he also uncovered a Spanish—language refer¬ 
ence to them, date of 1609, in which they are called Ypaguano (pro¬ 
nounced Eepagwano) . We hear from them under the group name of Eti¬ 
wan in English and French language records from 1670 to 1752, and 
I have a 1762 reference which most certainly refers to them. I am 
perfectly capable of writing a full-length book on the Etiwan and 
plan to do so as soon as financial considerations permit. 
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From Volume- 5 of Document3 Relative To The. Colonial. History Of 
The State Of New-York (Albany, 1855) 

Pages 706-8I+8 of Volume 5 ere marked as "London Documents, 
XXIII." Within that, pages 791-79^ transcribe a conference held 
at Albany in New York, September 9th, 1726, between fifteen white 
men and at least seven Iroquois Indian men. The former included 
the Governor of New York, named William Burnet; also two Captains 
and seven Commissioners of Indian Affairs, "Rutger Blecker, Re¬ 
corder" (who took all of this down), and four Aldermen. The latt¬ 
er, "Sachems of the Six Nations" thought on the day of the confer¬ 
ence to include representatives from all six, including the "Tus- 
caroras", apparently included only the following: 

Onondaga tribe, Kachjakadorodon of the Deer clan, Sadegeenaghtie 
of the Wolf clan. Cayuga tribe,~ Ottsoghkoree of the Bear clan, 

4 

Dekanisoree of the Wolf clan, Aenjeweeratt of the Turtle clan. 
Seneca tribe, Kanakarighton of the Plover clan, Thanintsaronwee of 
the Beaver clan (page 801, signatures to a deed selling Iroquois 
lands in the present Oswego county. New York State, to the whites, 
September li|th, 1726). 

(Research published 225 years 1 ater* shows that in the Six Na¬ 
tions* S eneg a., Cayuga; and Onondaga speech seems much closer to the 
speakers to each other, than to the speech of the other three.) 


Pages 793-79^, the_ Governor of New York speaking.. "I .have this 
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1723, 1726 


summer received a complaint from the Governor of South Carolina 
that there has lately been a party of twelve Indians who came in- 

1 

to the heart of their settlements, insulted some of the English 
inhabitants, and killed some of the Indians friends to the Eng¬ 
lish. They called themselves Sinnekes, but the English knew two 
of them to be Tuskaroras. 

"I expect that you will make enquiry who are the persons guilty 
of these wicked and barbarous actions,:/that/ majp know: how-much 
the. Six Nations abhor; such: treachery- against, your brethren the 
English, and that you will punish the offenders (whenever you 
discover them) as they deserve.” 

Next Governor Burnet brings up an incident that happened in 
1723 at a place on PPedeJsrriver” — Peedee river — at the pres¬ 
ent Cheraw, S.C., "called in South Carolina the Sharawas"*: 

"I am informed likewise that 3 years ago some Sinnekes were in 
the same colony at Characks on the river called Constichrohare 
at an English Trading House, and there took away an Indian slave 
belonging to one Nathaniel Ford an Englishman, together with two 
guns, two blankets and some powder, notwithstanding the Sinnekes 
were told that this boy and the goods belonged to the English. 

"I now there demand of you that the said boy and goods be re¬ 
stored as soon as can be to Mr. Peter Barberie now here at Al¬ 
bany, or to whom he shall direct you, that he may send them to 
their owner in South Carolina, who has desired him to obtain them 
in his name. I question not but if you make dispatch herein that 


historical society 

SION IS «* 

1JI0N OR PUBLICATION 


Q 


2 “footnotes fn the Cons tfchrohore nr»eor>S 

nothing in Onondo^q , v5ene cq or CAto w b a y qs I q m told by 
Lloyd Elm, iVy-nonq Jfrntrson & Red ~7~htfnder Cloud/ re¬ 
spectively # ConS+i'c hr obarfc is Qr\o+b>er nqme 'for Peedee river? 










1726 



Mr. Barberie will make you a present to your satisfaction." 

f • 

Pages 794-798 transcribe the answer of "Kanakarighton a Sinneke 
Sachem", at Albany, N.Y., September 13th, 1726, to the speech of 

Governor Burnet four days earlier. Eight white men present 

the Governor, six Commissioners of Indian Affairs, and "Rutger 
Bleeker, Recorder", who took all of this down. Kanakarighton 

begajaeihvthis'maimery'- her,"stoodiup and said;. Brother Corlaer" _ 

his name for Governor Burnet; and I skip to page 796: 

"You have made inquiry concerning a slave who you say is taken 
by our people. We acknowledge to have been of the company that 
took him. He is given to Indians who live on a branch of Susque¬ 
hanna river, which is called Sogniejadie. Therefore we desire 
jon to make a further enquiry, for that place is nearer to you 
than us." 

These Indians living on a branch of the Susquehanna in Pennsyl- 
vania were most likely those who still call themselves Shaawanwa, 
in English."Shawnee." 
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Prom the Journal of the Commons House of Assembly of South Caro - 
^-ina November 15, 1?26 - March 11, 1727 (edited by A.S. Salley, 
191+6), pages 3 , 1+, 6-7, 10, 11;, 15 , 18 


page 3, November 15th, 1726, a letter to the Governor of South 
Carolina, "and John Lloyd, William Dry and Peter Saint-Julien 
were appointed a committee of his Majesty's Council on the sub¬ 
ject of the same" — remember that this was the first day of the 
new legislative session, the previous session having ended 6^g 
months before: 

"May it please your Honor, We desire that your Honor will be 
pleased to lay before this House all such letters as you have re¬ 
ceived from his Excellency the Governor of New York, or any other 
persons, relating to the Indians who have had the insolence to 
kill our Friendly Indians in the settlement. And as this House 
has appointed a committee to take that affair under consideration, 
we desire a committee of his Majesty's Council may also be ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose. 


Thomas Broughton, Speaker." 

page 1+, November 17th, 1726. "Mr. Secretary Hart brought from 
his Honor the President two letters to his Honor concerning the 
late murder of one of our friendly Indians by the Senecas, the 
one from Colonel Maurice Moore and the other from Colonel Jonath¬ 
an Drake. The letters and papers relating to the Indian affairs 

was read." [*fhe Governor erf .SovtH Caroling ) 

pages 6 - 7 , November 18th, 1726. "Captain William Dry from the 


^ 1 r 
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committee appointed to meet a committee of his Majesty’s honorable 
Council on the affairs of the Seneca Indians made the following 
report: 

’’The committee appointed to meet a committee of the Council on 
the affairs of the Seneca and Tuscarora Indians now lurking about 
the frontier settlements do report — That all our friendly Indi¬ 
ans living within the settlements be advised to retire immediately 
with their families to some proper place of security, there to re¬ 
main until such time as it is thought the Senecas may be returned 
home. That in the meantime they be supplied with Indian corn suf¬ 
ficient for their subsistance at the Public Charge.” — more on 
writing to the Governor of New York to arrange a conference or 
meeting with the Seneca ”to conclude a treaty with those people in 
favor of our friendly Indians.” 

page 10, November 22nd, 1726. ”Mr. Secretary Hart brought from 

his Honor the President a letter to him directed from his Excell* 

ency William Burnett, Esquire, Governor of New York, relating to 

the Tuscarora and Seneca Indians, which letter was read.” 

page llj., November 23rd, 1726. "The House being informed that 

the Kings of the Cape Fears and Winyaws were come to town” (to the 

city of Charleston) "to desire protection of the Government; and 

a letter from Landgrave Smith being read in the House giving an 

)( 

account that the Tuscaroras crept up in the night to the Fort of 
our Friendly Indians; Ordered , the Captain Dry and Mr. Thomas 
Smith do discourse the said Indians now in town concerning their 

*The r e Was Somfe Speculation thti+ it rrxqy haVi 
tetr\ C«it(>wbn-s &■ Peedee^ vuKo did it. 
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further and better security . • !l 

page 15, the same day, November 23rd, 1726. "Captain Dry and 
Captain Smith were ordered .. to acquaint the President of the de¬ 
sires of the two Indians now in town. Ordered, that the follow¬ 
ing message be sent to his Honor the President: 

May it please your Honor, Our friendly Indians being drove to 
great extremities by the Tuscaroras now in the settlements, and 
as there is a necessity that they should go out a-scouting, we de¬ 
sire that your Honor will be pleased to supply them with ammuni¬ 
tion, and to give them a general letter (to all persons to whose 
plantations they shall come) to supply them with what provisions 
they shall necessarily want in their scouts. 

Thomas Broughton." 

page 18, November 25th, 1726. A letter to the Governor of ' 

South Carolina (the third such letter to him on the subject of 
the mauruding Tuscaroras in the last ten days): 

"May it please your Honor, As we may now expect the head men of 
the Cherokee Nation in a very few days in the settlement, this 
House is apprehensive that they may run great hazard of being in¬ 
tercepted by the Sennecas and Tuscaroras which are ranging on our 
frontiers. 

"We are therefore of the opinion that a suitable number of men 
and an officer should be sent forthwith to meet them in order to 
conduct them safe, and we desire that your Honor will be pleased 
to give such orders accordingly. 


Thomas Broughton." 
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1724, 1727 


A good reference, from The Colonial Records of North Carolina , Volume 2, 

J 


page 


6744 April 3rd, 1727: 


fj 


) 


Read the Petition of Mr Fran* Pugh Relating to an Indian slave of 
his Named March detained and kept from him by King Blount ’which 
being Considered of Ordered that the same be recomended to the Assem¬ 
bly 

The Honoble the Gov r Informing this Board that he had lately reced 
a letter from the President of Verginia Informing him that the Tuska- 
rooroe Indians had Lately Killed several of the Sappony Indians Trib¬ 
utaries to that Government demanding Satisfaction from the afores d 
Tusk and Blount Chief man of the Tuskarooroes being ordered to 
attend this day The Governor thereupon ordered M r President Carters. 
Letter should be read in Council to King Blount which having been 
Interpreted to him by a Sworn Interpreter Blount absolutely denyed the 
charge that either lie or any of his People were concerned in the murther 
of the Sapponees and alleadges it was done by the Northern Indians that 
had Revolted from him and now lived as Pirates and Robbers and it 
being demanded what reason he had to beleive those Indians had Com¬ 
mitted the Fact answered that there was at present an Indian in his >’ 
Towne named Yorke who was formerly of the Tuskaroora nation who k 
in his way to their Towne met some of the Party that had been to warr > 
with the Sapponees who told the said York that the rest of the Party 
which they had lately seperated from had a Prisoner of the Saponees 
with them and that the whole party was commanded by an Indian named 
Conaughauritzhugh and consisted of Northern Indians and revolted 
Tuskarooroes and added that he was sure the Northern Indian would 
not deny the action if they were Examined upon it 


reference "fco ■the Saponi tribe in Virginia and thie one to a Tvusc&ro- 


ra man. named York in the otherwise unrecorded situation of having returned to 

North Carolina (though perhaps not permanently) from New York, the above passage 

caught jw attention because of earlier ones on this same Indian slave, March: 

/ 

October 28th, 1724, Edenton. "Head the petition of John Royall concerning his 
Indian slave, named March, being detained from him at the Tuscarora Town by King 
Blount. Ordered that King Blount be summoned to attend this Board at the next 
setting of the Council, and that he bring with him the said Royall's servant 
named March, to answer the said complaint." 
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appearing up on notice given him to show reasons why he detained an Indian slave 
named March now belonging to Mr. Francis Pugh. And it being demanded why he did 
not bring in the said slave, he gave for answer that the said slave was gone 
quite away from his town with the Sennecca Indians, but assures this Board that 
he will secure the said slave named March the first time he can light on him, 
and bring him in to answer the said complaint and submit to the judgement of 
'this Board.” 

I feel fairly sure that the following reference, earlier than all the others, 
speaks of this same fellcsi March , in which case he ran away from Colonel Maule 
in July in 1724 to the Tuscarora reserve, there to stay at least until April of 
1727, nearly three years; during which time Maule sold him to Royall, and Royall 
sold him to Pugh — Slaveholders often sold their title to a runaway slave, both 
seller and buyer figuring that the slave would turn up sooner or later. But I 
don’t think that the Tuscaroras>liked to see Indians kept as slaves by white men. 
^July 31st, 1724^ Edenton: 

"Read the petition of Colonel William Maule showing that an Indian man slave 
of his was now at King Blount's town, and there detained from his master by the 
Indians. This Board taking the same into consideration does order that the said 
King Blount deliver up the said slave according to his articles of agreement 
with this Government, to the said Colonel Maule; otherwise to attend this Board 
at the next General Court in October to show cause why he detains the said slave 
from his said Master." 

( The Colonial Records of North Carolina . Volume 2, pages 534, 536, 567-570, 


674) 
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Everything quoted below under date of 1731 I s from a hardbound, 
longhand copy at the South Carolina Archives of "Records in the 


British Public Office Relating To South Carolina", Volume 16 (re¬ 
cords shipped in to England from Charleston, S.C., from 1732 to 


173L|.) » pages 11-22. Never before printed.* 


>il 10th, 1731* "Instructions to William Walis, Esquire", 



from Robert Johnson, the Governor of South Carolina." 

"Whereas it hath been made known to me that several parties of 
the Tuscarora Indians under His Majesty’s Government of North Caro¬ 
lina, have made frequent inroads into this His Majesty’s province 
of South Carolina, and have at divers times killed, taken and de¬ 
stroyed several Indian slaves belonging to the said province of 
South Carolina, and many of our friendly Indians residing in the 
heart of this settlement, and insulted divers of the inhabitants, 
without any color or pretense whatsoever, or any occasion given 

v- 

for so doing; 

and whereas I thought fit at the request of the Commons House of 
Assembly to appoint you, the said William Walis, to represent the 
said injuries to His Excellency George Burrington, Esquire, Govern¬ 
or of His Majesty’s province of North Carolina, to the end that 
not only the said insults may be prevented for the future, but 
that satisfaction may be made by the said Tuscorora Nation for 
what are past, 

you are therefore hereby required on receipt of these your in- 


•excep+iVvj Q +<‘Q»vs'crtp+f«>n of port of this 

in the Nor+H Cerolme S+o+e Records , Volume II, 
pojes IO-/6 
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structions to repair to the Government of North Carolina, and on 
your arrival you are to deliver to his Excellency George Burring- 
ton, Esquire, the letter from me (tohhim directed) which you will 
receive herewith. 

"You are to malce your journey by way of Cape Fear and, in the 
best manner you can, inform yourself if any of the said Tuscaroras 
have lately passed or repassed that way, and which of them are 
known. 

"You are to acquaint his Excellency the said Governor Burrington 
(or the Governor and Commander in Chief for the time being) with 
the particulars of the insults and injuries which heretofore, as 
well of late, have been made and done by the said Tuscarora Indians 
to His Majesty's subjects in this Government, and to our friendly 
Indians. 

"You are to request his Excellency Governor Burrington that he 
cause the several headmen of the said nation to be sent for to come 
before his Excellency, and more especially such as have been late¬ 
ly in this settlement (if known). 

"You are to request his Excellency that you may have liberty to 
give them a talk face to face in the name of this Government, which 
if complied with, you are to charge the said Indians with the par¬ 
ticulars of the insults and injuries by them done to this Govern¬ 
ment, and to demand satisfaction. 

"You are to demand of the said Indians whether on the like com¬ 
plaints afore made, they did not promise to do no more injuries to 


o * 
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th-is settlement. You. are to demand of the said Indians whether on 
the said complaints afore made that they-pro raised.'that nothing.. rt j 
shc^uld-ooccur-again. i. Youcare to tell the said Indians that all the 
English in the several Governments have but one Great King, and 
are all one and the same people, and therefore that if any injury 
be done to the white people (on their persons, or to their black 
and Indian slaves, horses or cattle) that all the said Governments 
are required to assist each other in resenting these injuries, as 
they have fully experienced already in the old wars between them 
and the white people.” He means in 1712 and in 1713, the Tuscaro- 
ra War. 

"You are to acquaint them that if they make any more inroads or 
offer any more injuries, or refuse to make satisfaction for what 
is past, this Government will treat them as enemies, and will im¬ 
mediately call in 5 the CatabawsS (Catawbas) "and Cherokees to their 
assistance, and cut them all off. That this Government does ex¬ 
pect immediately before your departure, they will return all the 
slaves they have taken (if alive), and if dead, to pay the value 
of them. 

"You are to insist that they enter into articles with you in the 
name of their Government that they will come no more into this 
settlement; nor do any more injuries to our white people, Indian 
slaves, horses or cattle, nor to our friendly Indians living with¬ 
in our settlement; on pain of being all cut off and destroyed as 
above said. 
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"You are to communicate these your instructions to the said 
Governor Burrington, and to give him a copy thereof. And you are 
in the name of this Government to request of his Excellency his 
favor and countenance and assistance in all and singular the mat¬ 
ters aforesaid. And you are to act and do in all the matters 
aforesaid, and in all matters and things, vrwhatsoevertthat; may( {or 
shall hereafter) occur to you, or may be thought beneficial or use 
ful to this Government for promoting the ends aforesaid according 
to the best of your knowledge and,..judgement; desiring that all 
due credence and dispatch be given to you, the said William Walis, 
in this behalf. 

"Given under my hand and thb Great Seal of this His Majesty’s 
province, the 10th day of April, the 4th year of His Majesty’s 
reign, and in the year of Our Lord 1731 


Robert Johnson.” 



At this same time the Tuscarora grabbed not Xndi&n slaves of 


white settlers in South Carolina, but also those of the white set¬ 
tlers in North Carolina, as appears from the North Carolina Colonl- 
al Records , Volume 3, page 218 (Edenton, N.C., April 23rd, 1731): 

’’Read the petition of Isaac Hill, Esquire, setting forth that he 
having an Indian slave named George among the Tuskaroore Indians 
who (as he is informed) detains the said Indian slave from his ser¬ 
vice” .. Ordered that "Mr. Charlton the Indian interpreter” (a 
white man who spoke enough Tuscarora to interpret) go to "King 
Blount's Town” (the Tuscarora town) to see about this "as soon as 
possible.” 
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A continuation of "Records in the British Public Records Office Relating to 
South Carolina", Volume 16, pages 11-22: 

— \ ‘ **f ' * ***** * ’ ** 

w j' Tn ftlfisiinA) a copy of Mr. Walls* s journal to North Carolina.* 

begun 10 May 1731* 

"On Monday the 10th. of May at Edenton I had the opportunity of 
speaking with William Blunt, the intended King*of the Tuscaroras; 
and Captain George, and six other Indians who came there, as they 
were sent for by Governor Burrington to meet me. 

W r: And in the presence of the Governor and Council and some of 
the Assembly, I showed them the instructions I had received under 
the Great Seal, and by the interpreter (William Charlton) told 
them that was the substance of what I was sent to say to them. 


X Tor* 6 Ion* was^Kf ng fro** «+ lecist 47*5 +0 * 77 * t 
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That it was the words of the Governor and Council and Great Men 
in South Carolina. And that I was come to know the reason why 
they came into our Government to take away our slaves and kill our 
cattle, and take and kill the free Indians that lived amongst us 
and had no wars with them. 

7" "To which they answered, that it was not them but the Senecas 
that had done it. 

VJ "I replied that was false, that I had seen their tracks all along 
the path to Cape Pear, and had spoke to John Bernett, Mr. Pawly, 

, Captain George Bennet. And that the man with me knew two or three 

■&' , v * * ** . * 

I of them also. 

T "Who coming in, they began to talk among themselves. 

>/ "Upon which I bade the interpreter ask them if they did not know 

the man. That I expected they were sent by King Blunt to talk 

l>~: • 

- • ' risfc&k' • 

(true, and not to tell me lies. 

T "Upon which they confessed that they had been at his house but 
did not want to carry away the woman there, but that the man was 
afraid for nothing. 

I \f "I bid the interpreter to ask them if that was nothing also to 

take Mr. Masho’s" (usually spelled Micheau) "Indian slave before 
his face, and kill the horses upon the spot. 

T "To which they answered it was not them, it was the Senecas, and 
that man (pointing to one of their company) was with them and told 
them it was not good for them to do so, and told them they must 
not meddle with slaves; but that signified nothing, for they 
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could hear him. 

"I bid the interpreter ask them if they had not formally been 
sent for down before the Governor when they had been in our settle¬ 
ments and killed several Indians” (in 1726, or upon some similar 


occasion) /'and carried away a slave from Mr. Summerhoof at Winyaw, 


which slave they had brought and delivered up to Colonel Moore. 

If then they did not promise to come no more into our settlements, 
yet now they had broke that promise and did not regardditiV 
(This "Mr. Summerhoof” was John Peter Somerhoef, a Dutchman living 
on the lower reaches of Black river, north a few miles from George¬ 
town, S.C., who had a sister and two brothers still living in 
Holland, as one may see in the South Carolina Archives from his 
will, the index to land grants and the index to memorials of land 
titles — he had a lot of land.) - - 

_ __ "They answered it was true they did promise. But that last 
fall some Indians came to the head of New river and killed Cap¬ 
tain Jack and wounded one more of their people." New-river flows 
southeastwardly through Onslow county-(map, above, page <^§), the 
country around its head or source forming the junction of four 
counties. "And a party of Senecas coming to their town to go 
against the Cotabo’s* they went out with them, and .coming to.-that 
place, followed the track to the head of Waccaraaw river, and did 
believe + they came down that river into our settlements, v. And that 
they found a small fort with some Indians between Santee & Winyaw 
rivers at a: white mans plantation, & in the night they went up to 


* thfc Cqtqwbq Ind iqA5 near the * the of the IA/intq ‘ 

present city of Rock of t?hck riVftr 0^4*406* ri 
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th© fort and fired in, but could not tell if they killed anyone or 
not, and so returned directly.” That all happened in the fall of 
1730. 

"I replied it was true what they said about the fort, but that 
they had been at a plantation at Black river also, and there in a 
very rude way took some shirts that were in wash and put them on, 
and also carried away some cloth. And that they had killed cattle 
in two or three places (now as well as formerly). That they could 
have no pretense of war with our neighbor Indians” (referring here 
specifically to the Winia) ”but because they came with us against 
them in the North Carolina War” (1711 to 1713), ”and we looked 
upon their doing as if they wanted war with us. 

But they answered they did not want war with us, that it was the 
Senecas had done that, and they were blamed for nothing. That 
the same man” (the Tuscarora man already singled out from the oth¬ 
er seven Tuscaroras present) "wasnwithythem>when theyztoakdthe' , 
shirts and cloth, as was by when they took the slave, and all he 
could say to them signified nothing. 

”1 bade the interpreter tell them I knew it was certainly them, 
for Captain Peter who I did expect would come with them, and who 
they say is now beaver-hunting, had been twice in our settlements 
and done mischief, and his being absent looks like as if they had 
left him in South Carolina hunting for our slaves and killing our 
cattle; for I knew this was not the time to hunt beaver. 

”They answered that the South Carolina Indians were now about 




their towns, that they had seen their tracks, and both cattle and 
hogs that they had killed. And some of their children going for 
wood saw one of them. 

"I asked them if it was their cattle and hogs that were killed. 

"They replied it was the white people is; 

"Upon which I asked if the white people had sent to them to com¬ 
plain, and bade the interpreter tell them that several of the gen¬ 
tlemen there had told me that when they" (the local Tusqaroras) 
i*had :killed - their c cattle orbhogs, t they, would s s ay .they as aw ;fche t . , 


tracks of South Carolina Indians, and so endeavor to lay the blame 
of it upon them, as they did to me upon the Senecas in South Caro¬ 
lina. 

T "Upon this they took some time to talk among themselves. And 
the interpreter being asked what they said, replied they said it 
signified nothing to talk with me any more, for I would not be- 
leive them and so long as I would not beleive them, for what did I 
give them the trouble of coming forty miles for nothing? 

W "To this I bade the interpreter tell them that I had come four 
hundred miles to talk with them, and did they think much of coming 
forty miles? That I did beleive them in what was true, but when 
they told lies and said they did no hurttin South Carolina, and 
laid it upon the Senecas who were not there to answer — and when 
I knew they did attempt to carry away my slave before, and tried 
to break into the house several times in the night —. And Cap¬ 
tain George had told Mr. Pawley that they were Senecas and would 
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not speak English., till John Bernet came who knew them very well. 

Then he could speak English and told Mr. Pawly that Senecas and 

O \ ---— — -i — 

Tuskeroras were all one. Yet now you make a difference and lay 
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the blame upon the Senecas, though (you) yourselves own you 
came down into our settlements with them, and that that man of 
yours" (one of the Tuscarora men present) "was with them all along. 
No, I am not come so far to hear and beleive lies; let the Govern¬ 
or judge if you speak true. 

tnjpon which the Governor" f Bur ring ton) "bade the Cinterpre ter tell 
them it was evidently plain it was them. And that their laying it 
upon the Senecas — if any Senecas were with them — that it was 
nothing to the purpose and no excuse for them. For they had con¬ 
fessed they went out with them and one of their people was with 

• • . *. l tff t 

them at taking the slave, and killing the horse, and taking the 
shirts and cloth before the white people's face. 

"After some talk amongst themselves they answered they thought - 
they should have blame about it, but they could not help what the 
Senecas had done, but for themselves they would go no more into 
our settlements if I would forgive them. . ; :- •• • 

fee."But I bade the interpreter tell them that would not do, for I 
was commanded by the Governor to demand payment for the damages 
they had done, and a delivery of the slaves they had taken, with¬ 
out which I could settle no terms of peace or friendship with them; 

"On which they asked for what slaves and what damages I wanted 
pay. 

"I answered them, for three cattle and a horse of Mr. Pawley's, 
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and for two more at Black river of Mr. Henly's (formerly — when 


Captain Peter came into our settlements — and now Mr. Mashoeis 
slaves and horses). And for a cow and calf they had killed, and 



for the shirts and cloth they took;cand for a slave of Mr. Bell's /q 


which they took away from Black river about three months past. 

T "They bid the interpreter ask me who see them take that slave? 

to/ "To which I answered nobody, but that they were seen that very 

time about the plantation. And I knew by their asking who see 
them take him, that it was some of them, because I found they knew 
nobody saw them take him. 

T "After a short talk amongst themselves they asked if the fellow 
had a gun, for maybe he was run away. 

to/ "I answered he had a gun, as they knew well enough, but they 
wanted to make me beleive he was run away. 

~r * 

T "They answered they knew nothing of it, nor of the cattle former¬ 
ly. And as to what was done now, the Senecas must pay for it. 

W "To this I bid the interpreter ask them if they knew nothing 
about the slave also that Captain Peter took from Mr. Somerhoof*" 
(John Peter Somerhoef, the Dutchman on lower Black river) "and re¬ 
turned to Colonel Moore, when he went up to their towns and threat¬ 
ened them to bring the Catabos upon them. That now they began to 
talk lies to me as they did before, and say I must look to the 
Senecas for pay, when I have followed their track all along the 
path, and know it is them, and none else. And, that Captain 


George there, told Mr. Ash he would go through our settlements in 
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the fall with fifty" (Indian) "men to look for Indians at the 
Southward." Captain George must have had in mind trying to get at 
the remnant of the Cape Pear Indians, who had put themselves out 
of the reach of the Tuscarora four years ago, early in 1727 in the 
winter, when they fled to the south of Santee river. 

T "To this they made no answer but talked some time amongst them- 
s eIve s, 

Vt till I bade the interpreter ask them again if they would make 
any payment for this last damage, or return the slaves. And if 
not, I was ordered to tell them our Government would look upon 
theia^as enemies, and send the Cherokees and Catabo»s"((the Catawba 
Indians) "to cut them off. That the former Governor had sent a 
letter; now, I was sent; and if this did not do, they might be 
assured that the next would be an army to bring them to reason. 

T "They answered that the Cherokees and Catabo's were at war and 
they killed one another, which they knew, and did not fear they 
would both come against them. 

W "I replied they were no way to suffer if it was so, for it was 
in the power of our Government to make them friends when we pleas¬ 
ed. And if there was neither Cherokees nor Catabo's, we ourselves 
had men and strength enough to cut them all off. And if we came 
it would be much the worse for them, for they might ask the Govern¬ 
or if we were not all one people and under one Great King; and if 
the injuries they did was the beginning of a war with us all. 

North Carolina must be their enemies also, and help us. This you 



1731k 


L 

all must know, if you remember that in the Old Wars that we were 
all one people. 

T "To this they answered that would not do anything to cause a war, 
but why could we not let them that were Indians alone to make war 
against Indians, without our meddling in it. 

W "I answered that they might war with the Indians without our set- 

x 

tlements till they had enough of it, if they did not come into our 
settlements tdlkill.;pur cattle and take our slaves and rob houses. 
But they did,so:& made no reparation. I was sent to let them know 
that we could look on them no other ways but as enemies designing 
to make war on us. 

T "They answered they had often told me it was not them that did 
us hurt, and if I had nothing to say more they wanted to make haste 
home, because they had discovered some Catabo’s tracks about their 
town before they came down. That the Senecas had carried Masho’s 
sslave by their town four days before they were sent for, and if I 
wanted any pay I must look to them for it. 

to/ "I told them at my return, our Governor would soon write to the 
Governor of New York to let the Senecas know what lies they told 
of them, and in the meantime they would find war enough from the 
Catabo’s without going to seek for it in South Carolina. 

T "To which they bid the interpreter ask me if white men would 
come with the Catabo's to war. 

to/ "I answered that they knew the Catabos and Sopnis" (the Catawba 
and the Saponi) "were three times stronger than they, and that 
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